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Lungu N.A.’s 7d. Beer Levy 
FULL DISCUSSION TO BE HELD 
 
A meeting of local chiefs due to be held early in April is to consider the whole 
question of the regulation of the sale of “Chibuku” in the Abercorn District and the 
manner in which it provides revenue for the Native Authorities. There is at present 
very great variation in the fees or levies demanded. In the Kasama District, for 
example, retailers have to pay a sum equivalent to 25. for each day’s trading — 
much less than the price of a gallon of the beer. At Luwingu the levy is 3d. per gallon. 
At Abercorn the levy was originally fixed at this latter figure—3d.—but, the Lungu 
Native 
Authority, because it had encountered serious financial difficulties, last January 
raised this levy to 7d. per gallon. 
 
This is paid by African proprietors of stores and beer-halls selling the beer and no 
liquor 
licence is charged by the licensing authorities. The traders mainly concerned are Mr. 
Willombe (Mpulungu) Mr. G. Sikazwe (Mpulungu and Nsokolo), Mr. A. Mwanakatwe 
(Myanga and Isoko), Mr. Chungu (Nondo) and Mr. Hastings Mutale (Senga). 
 
The increased levy led to an increase in the retail price from 2s.8d. to 3s. per gallon. 
There was talk of a boycott by customers and the traders reverted to the 2s 8d. price 
and approached the Native Authority and the District Commissioner to suggest a full 
discussion. Meanwhile they continued to pay the 7d. levy which seriously reduced 
their gross return and in some cases, where overhead charges were high, made any 
profit impossible and led to risk of cash loss. 
 
No arrangements for discussions had been made by mid-February when the traders 
again raised the matter. The Native Authority then agreed to hold discussions on the 
basis of a 5d. levy but up to two of three weeks ago they maintained the levy at 7d. 
In this situation, the traders stopped all trading in “Chibuku" on March 13. A week 
later, on March 20, they brought the matter before the Provincial Commissioner who 
agreed to plans for a full discussion of the whole matter and, it is reported, 
suggested that the levy should be 4d. until a final decision was arrived at. 
 
It is reported, however, that the Native Authority continues to require the 7d. levy, 
and the traders have been continuing sales on a limited basis so as to retain as far 
as possible the sympathy of their customers. They have, however, asked Mr. 
Mwanakatwe M.L.C. to take the matter up and if no settlement can be come to 
locally they plan to raise it with the Secretary for Native Affairs. 
 
There has been discussion whether a 7d. levy is within the powers of the Native 
Authority; and whether, if it is not within their powers, traders are entitled to a refund 
of the substantial payments they have made on that basis. Traders also allege that 
the Native Authority has acted in a high--handed manner by taking over the Isoko 
beer-hall without any agreement with the proprietor during the period when sales 



were stopped, and of going into business themselves by taking over “Chibuku” sales 
at Kaizya. 
 
“They are bankrupt” said a leading trader, “yet they are trying to put themselves 
straight bv penalising only five men in the whole area—and business men at that. 
“What seems to us to be unfair is that the Native Authority renders us no service 
whatsoever, and does not even assist us to keep order by posting a kapasu at the 
beer-halls during opening hours. I have had to employ a man myself for this 
purpose.” 
 
On enquiry at the Boma it was learned that, as Native Authority powers stand at 
present, they can take over and operate any private business in their area at any 
time. 
 
£450 FOR POWER LINK BLOW TO LOCAL ENTERPRISE 
Plans for a small, but most useful industrial venture in the township may be 
frustrated, it is learned, by power supply difficulties. 
 
Messrs. Ralph and Company have for many years operated an extensive timber 
concession just across the Tanganyika border on the Kalambo river. They have been 
supplying a good deal of both sawn and planed timber to Abercorn and have fulfilled 
a number of important contracts in both Tanganyika and Rhodesia for such items as 
finished timber, builders’ joinery and school furniture. 
 
For this purpose they installed and operated woodworking plant at the saw-mill site 
capable of producing such items on quite a large scale. Any such product, except 
rough-sawn timber, has to pay Federal customs duty on crossing the border and this 
duty operates (as it is, of course, designed to do-) so as to render such imported 
finished goods somewhat highly priced as compared with the same item made in the 
Federation. 
 
The company, therefore, planned to produce finished timber and goods in Abercorn 
for the Northern Province market and to this end moved some plant into the township 
and arranged with Mr. W.D. Westwood for the use of the building in Scott Rd. where 
he at one time operated a mill. This is in the light industrial site area, and the high 
voltage transmission line to Mbulu Suburb passes directly along the front boundary 
of the plot. Mr. Gordon Ralph, who has lately returned to Kalambo from Gaita, tells 
us:— “On applying for for a power supply of about 50 k.v.a.’ we were told that there 
would be a connection fee of £450. This appears to consist almost entirely of the 
cost of the installation of a transformer to bring the voltage down to what we require; 
for the main line is virtually on the plot and wiring would be negligible. 
 
“Such a transformer would of course, be available to supply any power requirements 
up to its capacity and in the immediate vicinity. “We have received every 
consideration from the local manager for‘ the Northern Electricity Supply 
Corporation, who made special enquiry on our behalf, but the Corporation insists that 
full cash payment of the assessed sum be made before connection can be ordered. 
 
“The whole venture is, of course, speculative and we feel that payment of this sum 
for an item of plant which would remain the property of the Corporation and may later 



be of Value to other users is an unjustified addition to the capital investment we shall 
be making. 
 
“If we proceed with our plan, therefore, we may have to operate the plant with a 
diesel-generator set which we have available, and this would be working almost 
immediately beneath the power line of a supplier to whom a customer on this scale 
would be, I should think, of substantial value”. 
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CONCORD OR -- 
Last Tuesday we had the pleasure -and it was a pleasure - of showing the machines 
which produce this publication to four successive parties, each of about a dozen 
schoolchildren. 
 
The children, whose headmaster had told them he would require from them an essay 
on the visit, were so eager and interested that the parties could not be kept separate 
and we had fifty African children milling around in the workshop for half an hour with 
the machines running. This situation was less alarming than the general commotion 
made it seem to be. Almost every child grabbed a scrap of waste-paper and made 
notes. All of them, neatly dressed in clean clothes, were bright and exceedingly 
lively; yet each was quite serious in his or her purpose. It was a pleasure to see 
young faces light up swiftly as they understood some particular action of a machine. 
 
We kept a wary eye for fingers poked into wheels or any idle mischief; but there was 
no hint of childish silliness nor any lack of self-control. Nor did their master - a quiet, 
kindly man - ever raise his voice. The children’s committee was formally introduced 
and the “chairlady” bashfully expressed her society’s thanks. 
 
We hope, therefore, that this visit will be an annual exercise for the senior classes 
and we shall be providing a small prize for the best essay. 
 
CALAMITY? 
The same morning some ill-mannered and barely literate persons circulated a 
publication which—in so far as it is intelligible—-seemed to be aimed at creating as 
much hatred and bad temper as could be achieved in a few pages. Similar 
publications have, of course appeared frequently in recent years and, except 
perhaps in the simple minds of reckless youths or uninformed villagers, have met 
with the contempt they deserve. 
 
The present issue, however, claims to be sponsored by, and seems intended to 
glorify, a man who is a Minister of the Crown in this protectorate. That being the 
case, the situation is completely changed and those whose names are given as 
being locally responsible for the contents and distribution of the publication will, we 
hope, very quickly learn from their superiors—if not from the law—-that certain 
responsibilities are obligatory upon persons who put their views before the public. 
 
Some of these responsibilities are:-  
a. They should be sufficiently educated to express themselves intelligibly in the 
language they use and to have some idea of the meaning of the words they print: 



b. They should refrain from publishing deliberate lies about events the facts of which 
are on record and well known to the general public; especially if such statements are 
libellous: 
c, They should refrain from violently phrased insults to particular persons or groups: 
d. They should, especially, refrain from insults to women for whose safety and 
welfare civilised men are responsible; for this is an excessively perilous thing to do; 
e. They should refrain from misleading their readers on matters of law and practice, 
such as proof of identity at a post office, which are commonplace procedures in 
every country in this world. 
 
This list, although it could be much longer, may perhaps be sufficient to convey to 
those finally responsible the impact this publication has made on many of those who 
have read it. It is regrettable that much of the above, not being in basic English, may 
be unintelligible to the persons named as authors and publishers of the offending 
matter, but, if this is the case, it is proof of their incapacity to meet their 
responsibilities under (a) above. 
 
SEVEN ISLANDS? 
 
The Editor, Abercornucopia 
 
Sir, 
What is the authority for the statement, on page seven of the February - March 
Abercornucopia, that Dr. Livingstone recorded seven islands in Lake Tanganyika 
near what is now Mpulungu? 
 
Livingstone reached the Lake at Mbete on 2nd. April, 1867, and he remained in the 
neighbourhood for a month before moving on to the mouth of the Lufubu river and 
from there to the Tabwa country in what is now Mporokoso District. He says in his 
journal under the heading 31st, March and lst. April 1867 “Several rocky islands rise 
in the eastern end, which are inhabited by fishermen, who capture abundance of fine 
large fish,” 
 
The map published with the Last Journals and drawn from Livingstone’s own 
observations and records shows N’kombo1a Island, with a tiny islet at its south 
eastern end also Motondo Island and no others. There is an illustration opposite 
page 206 of Volume 1 of the journals of the south end of Lake Tanganyika and this 
figures the two Islands. 
 
Dr. Livingstone again passed the Mpulungu area on 17th and 18th November 1872 
and mentions Mbete and the Aeezy river. He did not record anything about the 
Islands on this occasion. 
 
There may be mention of seven Islands in some unpublished records but I think that 
if they were there and of any size they would have found their way onto the map. 
 
I am yours etc., 
F.B. Macrae 
Simanwe 
Abercorn, 



 
Mr. Macrae's reference to Livingstone’s published records is, of course, authoritative 
and we stand convicted of failure to consult definitive sources. The statement was 
made on the authority of two or three people who have lately had occasion to make 
some study of the Lake’s history. While it is possible that Livingstone’s word “several” 
may have become “seven” in people’s recollection, it seems unlikely that he would 
have used that word if the two major islands, recorded in sufficient detail for inclusion 
in the map, were the only islands he saw. 
Editor 
 
PUBLIC INTEREST? 
 
The Editor Aberconucopia 
 
Sir, 
May I add a protest to the many you must have had concerning the closure of the 
Town Hotel. At a stroke of a pen the august body making this decision has deprived 
a licensee of his living and put African and European staff out of work. 
 
The general public have an idea that this body meet and fly about the country-side 
protecting the public interest. How wrong can people be! No longer can we go home 
to the little woman, blithely announce we have arranged a baby-sitter, so let’s eat out 
for a change, No more Xmas dinner and fun, with the consequent relief of our wives 
over preparation, When the boss braves our alleged roads, 500 miles from the 
nearest tarmac, no more can he show appreciation by inviting us to dinner, with 
aperitifs, at the “Local”. 
 
Is this a measure of protection of the public interest? If so, the suffering public of 
Abercorn can do without their precious protection: so far as the travelling public is 
concerned, I for one, (and I have used the Hotel at varying times since 1958) have 
no complaints, and have yet to hear of one. 
 
lt is to be hoped the Board will not be reticent over their reasons for closure - and 
they had better be good, 
 
Yours, 
‘PRO BONO PUBLICO” ABERCORN 
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LOCUSTS NEAR LUSAKA 
Aircraft control operations against Red Locust hopper infestations were carried out 
as from 18th. March by the International Red Locust Control Service in co - operation 
with the Government of Northern Rhodesia, in the Sala Reserve West of Lusaka and 
neighbouring farms. The infested area borders on the Kafue Flats, where the locust 
infestation originated during the previous summer. 
 
The operations says an official press statement, were successful and it is considered 
that the present upsurge is completely under control but further reconnaissance by 
the International Service will be undertaken during the second half of April to 



ascertain whether action against fliers will be necessary. 
 
The Senior Pilot, Mr. Malujlo, and Principal Scientific Officer, Mr. Vesey-FitzGerald, 
returned to Abercorn from the scene of operations, at the weekend. 
 
ABERCORN BIRD LIFE 
A comprehensive but - admittedly - incomplete list of birds recorded up to February 
15, 1963, in Abercorn Township, its immediate vicinity and Lake Chila, with in 
addition, some records from Lake Tanganyika, Kalambo and Sunzu Mountain, has 
been compiled by Mr. Desmond Vesey-Fitzgerald and his son Michael and circulated 
to a number of interested residents. It will surprise most people to know that this list 
comprises 273 species of 65 families of birds which is more than 40 percent of the 
658 species recorded for the whole territory in “The Check List of the Birds of 
Northern Rhodesia” (Benson and White). 
 
It is possible, for example, merely by keeping one’s eyes open in one’s garden, 
taking a walk or while on a day’s outing in the area to see examples from 24 species 
of sparrows and weavers; 17 species of thrushes chats, wheatears etc.; 16 species 
of hawks and eagles; 13 each of warblers and shrikes; 12 species of sunbirds; nine 
of herons and egrets and eight species of wagtails and pipits, or of swallows, or of 
ducks and geese. 
 
The booklet also gives a short list of 31 further species believed to be present in the 
area authentic records of which are wanted, and the authors hope that they will 
receive reports of some of these from interested residents. 
 
This great wealth of bird life, most of them resident but some migrants, ranging in 
size from the ground horn-bill or fish eagle to the jewel-like sunbirds and finches, is a 
fascinating study and Abercorn is fortunate in having} in Mr. Vesey-Fitzgerald, a 
naturalist who can usually find something of interest and value in amateur 
observations. Naturally, the more precise and detailed the record, the more valuable 
it is. 
 
The list, includes brief notes of the habitat and, in the case of migrants, the seasons 
in which the birds may be seen; but it cannot in any reasonable space give much 
detail (beyond a sometimes descriptive name) to assist identification. This in itself, 
however, provides scope for fascinating exercises in detailed observation from which 
an expert can often identify a species with certainty provided he can trust the 
observer, and sufficient details are noted. 
 
Next time you see a pelican or flamingo at the far end of Lake Chila - which you may 
very well do almost any day - make a note of it and get it in the records. 
 
“MORNING BABBLERS” 
Bird-watching can also be of value, of course, at the near end of the lake. Among the 
charming creatures one may very well encounter at the Yacht Club end are:- The 
Familiar Chat - or even the White-shouldered Black Chat; The White Rumped 
Babbler and The Morning Babbler (Sundays only); The Laughing Dove and The 
Rosy-breasted Longclaw. Bronze Mannikins are also often seen but tend to gather in 
a tight flock upstairs. 



 
A Wire-tailed Swallow was actually observed there on January 20. Although this 
sounds very like a rather splendid new cocktail, it was seen outside, not inside, the 
bar. 
 
GOBBLEDY“DUKE” 
The Lord Chancellor, speaking in the House of Lords debate on the Federation on 
February 18, said:- “Her Majesty’s Government will not show a disinclination to take 
a constructive attitude towards the future”, 
 
Taking this expression, as in Algebra, to the other side of the equation, and therefore 
Changing all minus signs to plus and plus signs to minus, it seems to be equal to:- 
“Her Majesty’s Government will show an inclination to take a destructive attitude 
against the past”. 
 
Thus it can clearly be seen that British policy as proclaimed by the Lord Chancellor is 
mathematically [equivalent to British policy as practised by the Cabinet. Could this be 
a striking illustration of the validity of the modern tendency to equate logic with 
mathematics? 
 
Or does it sound better in words that Shakespeare might have written for his 
“groundlings”:— 
 
Fuddle, scuttle, 
 Moil and muddle, 
While sandys rum out 
 And butlers buttle. 
 
CORNELIUS 
LOCAL FISHING RECORDS 
Full details of the newly formed Northern Rhodesia Fish Records Association are 
given in the February issue of “Black Lechwe”, official journal of the Wild Life 
Conservation Society 
of Northern Rhodesia. The secretary of the association, from whom particulars can 
be obtained, is Mr. G. Bell-Cross, P.O. Box 443, Kitwe. 
 
Records may be claimed providing the fish is caught on rod and line in any water 
within, or forming the boundary of, Northern Rhodesia; providing its weighing on a 
scale checked with a Government tested scale, is witnessed by one other 
responsible person; and providing the stipulated claim form is duly completed and 
submitted. Already established records which comply with these conditions will be 
accepted. 
 
The country is divided into five zones: the Upper Zambesi (from Victoria Falls to its 
source), Middle Zambezi (from the Falls to the Portuguese Border). Kafue River, 
Luapula River (including Mweru, Bangweulu and Mweru Wantipa) and Lake 
Tanganyika. There will thus be an individual record for each zone as well as the 
territorial record. 
 
The first list of records is published in “Black Lechwe” and we are indebted to them 



and to the Association for these particulars and for the list of Luapula and 
Tanganyika records so far established and given below. 
 
With regard to the names given in this list; Mr. ’T.G. Carey is, of course, at present 
Fisheries officer at Abercorn; Mr. and Mrs. .].I-l. Curtis are in charge of Kasaba Bay 
Game Camp, and Mrs. O.B. Bennett is doubtless able to make her record’ a talking 
point with Texan fishermen in Washington. 
 
The fact that a 140 lbs. Nile Perch has been taken in nets in Lake Tanganyika shows 
that there is plenty of scope ior rod and line men to beat Mr. H. Bennison’s 70 lbs. 
fish of this species caught in June 1960 and at present holding the territorial record. 
 
The local records‘ are:— 
 
Luapula Zone 
Tiger Fish 10 lb 602 caught by T.G. Carey, 2.2. 1961 
Silver Barbel 7 lb. 8 ozs. caught by S. Young, 17.10.1950 
Sampa 78 lbs. caught by J..!. Kotze, 7_5.161 
Red breasted Bream 11b, 2 ozs. caught by T.G. Carey 16.1.1961 
Yellow Belly Bream 3 lb. 7.ozs. caught by T.G, Carey 29.3.1961 
 
Tanganyika Zone 
Mankunga 5 lb. 70zs. caught by Mrs. J. Curtis, 10.6.1960 
Tiger Fish 14 lbs. caught by Mrs. O.B. Bennet, 16.1.1961 
Electric Barbel 5lbs. caught by J.H. Curtis, 8.7.1961 
Vundu 58 lbs. caught by C.H.L. Savage, 23.6.1961 
Lake Salmon 10 lbs. caught by B, Carter-Johns, 13.8.1961 
Nile Perch 70 lbs. caught by H. Bennison, 13.6.1960 
Kupi 8. lbs, caught by E. Grieg, 14.7.1961 
Lamprologus sp., 1 lb. 8ozs. caught by Mr.s M. Stanford, 30.7.1961 
Chipuma 1 lb. 4 ozs. caught by Mrs. M. Stanford, 2.8.1961 
Lobochiloter 2 lbs. 7ozs. caught by JH. Curtis, 14.7.1961 
Petrochromis, llb. 4ozs. caught by J.H. Curtis, 28.6.1960 
Reed Fish 9 lbs. 7ozs. caught by J.H_ Curtis, 27.10.1962 
Mabonsie, 5 lbs, caught by B.R. Palmer, 1.10, 1962. 
 
No. 3 from Luapula and Nos. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 from Tanganyika are 
territorial records. 
 
WHY NOT? 
So it’s oil pipe lines all over Southern Rhodesia, is it? Why can’t we have one from 
Mpulungu to Abercorn? Quite a little pipe would do, with quite a big pump to push 
petrol 28 miles and lift it 3,000 feet once a week or so. When not in use sending 
petrol up, the pipe could run Chibuku down, considerably reinforcing the Chibuku in 
the process and saving the poor old Mpulungu road from a lot of heavy tanker traffic. 
 


