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 CANBERRA JET PLANE ON LOCAL AIRSTRIP 
The first jet-engine aeroplane to land on Abercorn runway arrived about ten lock on 
Thursday morning, April 25. This was the Royal Rhodesia Air Force Canberra; R.R.A.F. 
211, piloted by Flying Officer Kruger. 
 
The flight was part of a training exercise in which five planes flew from Gwe1o - three to 
Kasama, one to Fort Rosebery and one to Abercorn. The planes were taking advantage of 
the fact that jet-fuel supplies, brought to these airports some months ago, were available. 
Taking off from these three points at various times in the afternoon, the planes were due to 
make low level return flights to a point near Gwelo where they were all scheduled to arrive 
within about five minutes of each other at 90 second intervals. The Abercorn-Gwelo flight 
is one of about 1,000 miles which. at the low level the plane was scheduled to fly, would 
take it about two hours. The outward flight, at a much higher altitude, took about 1% hours. 
 
A BUSY SCENE 
Abercorn Airport, where many people gathered both at the arrival and the departure of the 
plane, was a busy and noisy scene as the scheduled C.A.A. mail Dakota "Angoni” arrived 
about 3 pm. The Canberra had just previously been sent to the far end of the runway 
where it waited with engines running for the Dakota to land and park. It then swept down 
the runway - with the almost unbelievable roar of two jet engines at full power - and was 
lost in the following trail of thick red dust until it could just be seen rising from the furthest 
point down the hill and speeding away 
right-handed towards Kasama. 
 
The pilot had said that he would turn left and bring the plane over the township, but- 
probably because he found he had to use every available yard to get off with his 8,000 lbs 
load of fuel—he sped straight away southward. ' 
 
Abercorn is, however, most grateful to Flying Officer Kruger for his great kindness in 
allowing the children of the European School to have a close look ,at the plane. Mr. D. 
Millar, their headmaster, took them to the airport to see its arrival and they were all thrilled 
to meet the pilot and be told about his machine. 
 
A GOOD AIRSTRIP 
Some years ago, when a British Royal Air Force Viking visited the Federation with special 
testing instruments and a crew of experts to report on runways throughout the country, it 
was stated that Abercorn had been found to have the best gravel-surfaced landing ground 
of all those tested. Its weight-bearing capacity, surface, drainage and configuration are 
especially good for this type of runway and its length satisfactory for "feeder” route 
machines. It cannot, of course, accommodate either the faster or the larger modern 
machines; and the general objection to its is that which applies to any gravel-surfaced 
runway, namely the risk of the engines’ suction picking up loose sand or gravel from the 
surface. and the damage which the blast of the engine does to it. 
 
There was a report some months ago that a bitumen surface was to be laid; but it now 
seems unlikely that this will come about for many years unless the Federal structure in air 
transport matters can be retained. 
 



QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
“A society is unhealthy when a chip on the shoulder becomes a status symbol." 
“PUNCH” 27-3-63 
 
19 MEN RECEIVE TWO YEARS Sequel to Mwambala Riot 
Twenty-two Mwamba area villagers, the main part of an aimed mob of over 30 men who 
recently rampaged through that area demanding people’s situpas and ‘assaulting those 
who failed to hand them over, have just been sentenced to substantial terms of 
imprisonment for riot or on other charges arising out of the assaults. 
 
Those injured included a uniformed Agricultural Assistant and an elder of the Watch Tower 
movement both of whom required about a week’s treatment at Abercorn. Hospital, and two 
other Watch Tower elders who were less seriously hurt. After the injured men had been 
brought in by an official of the Administration, the Police visited the area in strength early 
on the morning of April 25 and apprehended 22 men. Of these all but two pleaded guilty. 
Seventeen of them were sentenced’ to two years’, one to 18 months’, one to 12 months’, 
and one to six months’, imprisonment. 
 
The two who pleaded not guilty were tried and found guilty on May 1 and also each 
received a prison sentence of two years. It was stated in evidence that all except one of 
the men were either officials, members or “Freedom Fighters” of the Sikantendele Branch 
of the United National Independence Party: 
 
It has not escaped the notice of those acquainted with the circumstances that the men of 
this branch attacked and injured an official of the Ministry of Agriculture for which Mr. S. 
Kapwepwe, one of the most prominent of their party leaders, is responsible. 
 
LUSAKA DEMONSTRATION 
A number of people, stated in radio news reports to be UNIP members, staged a 
demonstration outside the Lusaka Boma on May 1 in protest against the appointment of 
Mr. S.A. Symon, formerly in charge of Abercorn District, as District Commissioner, Lusaka. 
The reports stated that police had to use batons to disperse the mob and Mr. Symon left 
the building in a police vehicle. 
 
This appointment was, of course, made under the authority of the Governor who, acting 
with the advice of his Executive Council, constitutes the Government of the Protectorate, 
and the incident provides a further instance of violent action by party members in direct 
conflict with the responsibilities of party leaders holding ministerial office. 
 
“HEADQUARTERS CONFUSED?” 
Referring to recent instances of Ministers having to dissociate themselves from statements 
made by top officials of their parties, The African Mail of April 27 stated:- ,“This seems to 
indicate that the two leaders are out  of touch with what it happening at their party 
headquarters. Alternatively the people at the headquarters are confused”. 
 
Rabies Tie—Up Order 
Rabies is with us again and we have the joy of tieing our dogs up for a couple of months. 
Three small children were bitten by a stray dog in the Mbulu suburb and one (Mrs. 
Parton’s younger daughter) in the playground in the centre of Abercorn. A strict tie-up order 
applicable to all dogs within 3 miles of the Township centre came. into force 
as from today. -May 8. 
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UNLOADING THE LORRY 
When some foreman, building an important construction in the bush, receives heavy 
equipment perfectly packed on a large lorry; or a store manager receives a big case, 
perhaps from overseas, containing a large variety of small but valuable goods; a gang of 
workers unloads the lorry or store employees unpack the case. 
 
The problem the foreman or store manager has - in Africa - is that his men may rush at the 
case, throw everything off or pull everything out, cause the utmost confusion and, 
sometimes, damage the goods. Willing but untrained workers swarm around and unless 
they are carefully supervised and strictly controlled, it may take days instead of hours to 
get everything sorted out and stowed away properly in a safe and orderly manner. 
 
Much of the current talk about dismantling the Federation reminds us of this sort of 
situation. It is a large and skilfully packed assemblage of very valuable goods; some of 
them easily damaged. The best way of unpacking must be carefully studied beforehand 
and when the unpacking starts it must be done in such a manner that nothing is moved 
until it can be put securely into its new place. Time does not matter in the least. 
 
The things which are being unpacked are things vital to the life of the people, such as the 
Health Service; or essential to well organised communications, such as the Post office. 
Some very heavy yet delicate items, such as the Railways, will probably have to be 
unloaded all in one piece and set down on firm foundations so that they can continue 
without interruption to do their work, on which the whole economy and even the feeding of 
the population depends, just as efficiently as they were doing it previously. The same is 
true of the Kariba electrical undertaking with its hundreds of miles of power lines. 
 
We in Africa are fully aware of the confusion and difficulty which can result - even with the 
best of intentions - from badly controlled eagerness and enthusiasm; and that is why the 
work of organising this unpacking must be done in Africa. A British manager in Britain may 
order a gang of men to unload a lorry and never give another thought to the matter until he 
comes to check over the neatly stacked piles of goods. A British statesman may think he 
can do the same sort of thing when he orders the dismantling of an association of 
territories in Africa. But if he acts on those lines he may find himself facing years of 
confusion and chaos - as happened in the Congo - while the goods, those essential 
elements on which the life of the people depends, lie about uncared for and rapidly 
deteriorating in their value and their usefulness to the new owners. 
 
When there is a large and complex load to be unpacked, nothing is more helpful than the 
cooperation of the people who packed it. That co-operation is available here and can be 
made full use of providing people can be persuaded to control their impatience and their 
eagerness to get at the goods. The decision to allow the Federation to be dismantled is, of 
course in itself a grave error in the context of world development and human history; 
however obligatory it may have been made to appear. One has only to take note of the 
present efforts to form federations in Malaya and among the Arab states to realise this 
point. One of these days all the goods will have to be loaded back on the lorry again - 
there is no doubt about that - even if it is a very different lorry; and that is all the more 
reason why they should now be unpacked with the greatest deliberation and care, with the 
advice and co-operation of those who loaded them and with an eye to the future of our 
sons and grandsons rather than with blind determination to grab immediately everything 
that can be grabbed.  



 
“LU M P E R S” 
This curious and inelegant word is a recent addition to a long line of English schoolboy 
slang such as “rugger”, “footer” and “brekker” (for breakfast) which was much in fashion 
fifty or sixty years ago and is still heard in the form of ‘bedder”—for bedmaker or cleaning-- 
woman—at Oxbridge, or is it Camford? Although at one time used mainly at the upper 
middle-class level, this type of slang has now penetrated—perhaps by way of the poor 
student in his “bed-sitter” - well into the new “classless” society. 
 
“Lumpers”, of course, stands for the “lump” sum payable ‘to Colonial Office Civil servants 
as compensation for “abolition of office”. In other words, it is the Colonial Office version of 
what is known in company director circles as “the golden handshake.”  
Used, as it frequently is used nowadays, in casual chatter with mixed company which is 
liable to include persons who fear abolition, not of office but of all their property and 
livelihood—or even of themselves— without any compensation, the word has, to them an 
inexpressibly frivolous and juvenile effect; although, of course, one realises that the 
classless one merely wishes to display his intimacy with top-level English public school 
sophistication and tradition. 
 
One may be pardoned, perhaps, for maintaining this fourth form frivolity in a few lines 
which such a person might find appropriate as a “Good-bye to All That ’’ 
 
“The moment I’m given my lumpers 
“I’ll be out of this tropical dumpers 
“Exceedingly fast: “For if I’m the last 
“I might get a kick on my rumpers”. 
CORNELIUS 
 
‘SNOB STANDARD’ 
 
The Editor, 
ABERCORNUCOPIA 
Sir, 
 
Your correspondent ‘Pro Bono Publico” in your April issue sounds a note that is all too 
frequently heard in these days. The Hotels Board is one of those bodies set up by 
Government to assist it in the administration of it’s laws, in this case the Hotels Ordinance. 
Such institutions start off with the best intentions of promoting and protecting the interests 
of the public. Too often they lose sight of their objectives and end by serving only the state 
and perpetrating (in Britain, for example) such scandals as that of Crichel Down. 
 
In the case in question the Hotels Board do not appear even to have served the state, for 
while the Licensee has lost his living and the public a clean, friendly and well-conducted 
hotel the state has lost revenue. All that has been served is the arbitrary snob standard set 
up by the Board itself.  
 
The proper protection of the public is healthy competition but in Abercorn this is inhibited 
by the size of the building clause imposed on any plot available for a hotel. The state 
having destroyed an amenity, there is a very strong case for their replacing it with 
something at least as good if not better. A Government rest house on the lines of that at 
Kachalola is indicated. In the meantime it behoves the citizen to be vigilant. These quasi-
judicial bodies from which there is often no appeal, are whittling away our civil liberties all 



over the western world. In the words of Sir Edward Coke their power “has increased, is 
increasing and ought to be diminished.” 
 
I am yours etc. 
F.B. MACRAE 
Simanwe, 
ABERCORN. 
 
MORE DIGGING AT KALAMBO 
Dr. Desmond Clark, the archaeologist who was formerly Curator of the Rhodes-
Livingstone Museum and is now Professor of Old World Archaeology at the University of 
Califomia, will be conducting further excavations at the Kalambo Falls site in July and 
August. He will be seeking material from particular periods to complete the detailed study 
of this site on which he has been working for several years. Those interested will recall 
that “living-floors” containing implements made by people who lived there during some six 
successive periods between a thousand and 62,000 years ago were found exposed in the 
vertical river bank above the Falls. gleveral tons of museum specimens have been 
catalogued and removed from Kalambo and its lowest levels also provided examples of 
some of the oldest wooden implements ever found. 
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World Bank’s View of Kenya - Efficiency And Law And Order Essential 
A World Bank economic mission, asked by the Kenya Government to examine the 
economy of Kenya and the probable effect of an African government on that economy, has 
furnished a long and detailed report which was recently published in Nairobi. 
 
The report emphasises in several places that Kenya nationalists must not only try to 
induce Europeans to stay, but must also encourage still more Europeans to provide the 
skills, integrity and experience without which nationalist hopes of establishing a 
prosperous, well-run country cannot be fulfilled. 
 
The report compares nationalist aspirations with the practical facts of the position in 
Kenya; refers to the steady run-down of the economy there under the impact of explosive 
politics; comments on the high direct and indirect cost of “Africanisation”; and forecasts a 
sharp cutting down of social 
services (particularly hospitals). 
 
The 10 members of the commission represented four nationalities. It included specialists in 
agriculture, transport, industry and education and three economists. The report refers to 
the rural African’s “resistance to change", tribal traditions and customs and the lack of 
incentive in subsistence cultivation, and says that the achievement of a higher standard of 
living will depend on “a willingness by individuals to exert greater efforts.” 
 
It draws attention to the system of schooling which has not produced men “for the kinds 
of jobs for which there is demand” - particularly in agriculture. 
 
BASIC NEED 
The report states that the basic requirements of any restoration of confidence in Kenya 
are:- law and order, efficiency in all branches of government, fiscal solvency and the 
encouragement of private enterprise. On welfare projects the report emphasises that 
Europeans bring European standards to Africa and pay for them largely themselves, and 



also bring the desire to modernise; but Africa neither, really wants, nor can it afford, such 
standards. 
 
Kenya, says the report, cannot afford unemployed relief; cannot afford the expansion of 
primary schools; cannot afford to give in to agitation for mass settlement on the land, 
which could produce a lot of “impoverished peasants”; cannot afford expensive road, 
railway and airport schemes; cannot afford (if education is to have priority) to spend much 
on hospitals and housing schemes. 
 
“A mass exodus” says the report, ‘‘of specialist and highly-skilled non-Africans could lead 
only to chaos to the detriment of the African people”. On the White Highlands the report 
says that the pressure for African settlement there is “primarily political”- the land is 
coveted because it is ‘White’. “If European, farmers decide to leave the farms, an 
uncontrolled influx of African claimants could lead to major inter-tribal strife”. Their 
replacement by small-scale cultivators would have little impact on unemployment because 
most of the African settlers there had in any event been employed on the European farms. 
Although the country has too many agricultural and marketing boards for its size, many 
experienced Europeans have been willing to serve part-time on these boards and, says 
the report, “such people may not be readily found in the future”. 
 
ENGLISH ESSENTIAL 
On industry the report says that even rudimentary industrial skills have not been handed 
down from one generation to another, and even low wage rates may not lead to low labour 
costs. The report strongly recommends against unnecessary mechanical equipment for 
public Works and railways. It says that primary schools should concentrate on the 
rudiments of education and agricultural instruction and above all on a common national 
language which “should be English if any advance is to be at all rapid.” 
 
It also states that there is a very great deal of tax-evasion on the part of Africans and local 
councils should be responsible for collecting tax and local groups should see how the 
money is spent. By far the greatest burden of taxation, it says, is at present borne by 
Europeans and Asians. 
 
The basic facts of this brief summary are taken from an extensive abstract of the report 
published in “Rhodesia Property and Finance” for April to whom we make grateful 
acknowledgement. Concluding its abstract, this paper writes:- 
 
“In comment and in factual appraisal, the report should be read by every senior 
Government official in Rhodesia - and by any overseas politician or business man who has 
any illusions whatever about African nationalism and its consequences.” 
 
Lake Still High - Fishery Plant in Danger 
Although a fall in the level of Lake Tanganyika was recorded at the beginning of April, the 
lake started rising rapidly again later in the month with the inflow from the rains in the East 
African catchment areas and the continuance of overcast weather and showers in the 
Rhodesian catchment. 
 
A rise of 2 inches was recorded between April 19 and April 23. This brought the water level 
to about five feet above the fishery company’s refrigerating plant and gives rise to anxiety 
lest rough weather might breach the retaining wall protecting it. 
 
By that week-end the additional retaining wall built this season to protect the Liemba jetty 



had been demolished by wave action, and the oil companies’ jetty was some three feet 
below the surface of the water. This will not, however, affect fuel deliveries as the pipe-
lines through which bulk supplies are pumped are designed to operate whether 
submerged or not. 
 
In accordance with past records, the lake is expected to continue to rise until about the 
end of June, when the level may remain stationary, at whatever maximum it reaches, until 
August when it should start to fall again. Overcast weather, by preventing the normal 
evaporation, probably contributes more heavily to the rise in the level than does increased 
rainfall, the lake's catchment area being, for so large a body of water, a comparatively 
restricted one. 
 
Abercorn Club Meeting 
A special meeting of the Club was called to consider four specific matters. A quorum of 
fully paid up members was present and the following were agreed. 
(I) as soon as there shall be no loss of revenue to the Club, the sale of bar books shall be 
discontinued and purchases of liquor shall be for cash.  
(II) The bank account of the Club shall be at the Standard Bank, Kasama.  
(III) Honorary Life Members elected under. the rule that allows this membership to those 
who have 
been paid up members for 15 years, shall still enjoy full membership rights,  
(IV) Honorary membership shall be open only to visitors at Abercom and not to residents. 
 
There was considerable discussion from the floor on these items but all were agreed by 
more than a two-thirds majority. Before the business of the meeting was opened the 
competence of the meeting to change club rules was questioned. The Chairman’s ruling 
was given and the meeting proceeded but it was agreed to mention this matter to the 
Annual General Meeting of the Club and to clarify the position once and for all. 
 
NEW ARRIVAL 
Mrs. M.D. Crone, who as Barbara Warren before her marriage, was for some time on the 
staff of Abercorn Hospital, gave birth to a son there on April 21. Owing to the bad condition 
of the Chinsa1i-Kasama road, Mrs. Crone was flown to Kasama and came on to Abercorn 
for her confinement. Both are stated to be in excellent health and it is reported on good 
authority that the baby resembles his father quite flamboyantly. 
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Entertainment and Sport 
 
Fri. May 10 Red Cross. Market at 4 pm. at the T.V.M.I. 
Sat. May 11 Golf section. Medal Cup. Red Cross dance at Lake View. 
Sun. May 12 Tennis’ section monthly competition. 
Sat. May 18 A.C.T.S. present ‘‘All for Mary” at 8.15 pm. 
Sun. May 19 Yacht Section. Monthly Regatta at 9 am. Rifle Club. Sweep Stake shoot at 9 
a.m. 
Fri. May 24 Golf section. Stableford Cap. 
Sat. May 25  ” Monthly medal.” Bridge at the Club at 8 pm.’ 
Sat. June 1 ” Tombstone Competition. Yacht Section. Annual Regatta. 
Sun. June 2  Rifle Club. Spoon shoot. 
Whit. Mon. 3 Golf Section. 9-hole knock—out competition. 
 



Sat. June 8 Golf Section. Monthly medal. Bridge evening at the Club at 8 p.m. 
Sun. June 16 A Rifle Club. Sweepstake shoot at 9 a.m. Tennis section Monthly 
Competition. 
Sat. June 22 Golf Section. Club Championships. Hobo dance at the Club. 
Sun. June 23 ” Club Championships., Lunch at the main club. 
Sun. June 30 Rifle Club, Andy Cap. Cup at 9 a.m. 
 
Forthcoming Films 
Wed. May 15 “WORLD OF SUZIE WONG” (Adults only) (special showing) (Drama)—
starring—William Holden and Nancy Kwan. 
Wed. May 22. “MEET ME TONIGHT” (Comedy) -Technicolour, starring Valerie Hobson and 
Stanley Holloway. Cartoon—“Andy’s Blacksmith Shop”. 
Wed. June 5. “I CONFESS” “Western/Drama) starring Montgomery Clift. Cartoon-“A & C 
fun on the run7’. 
Wed. June 19. “LEAGUE OF GENTLEMEN” (Drama) starring, Jack Hawkins. Cartoon—
“Barber of Seville”. 
Wed. July 3. “ELEPHANT WALK” (Drama) starring Elizabeth Taylor. Cartoon—“Hap Happy 
Pappy”. 
Wed. July 17. “OPERATION PETTICOAT” (War/Drama) Technicolour, starring Tony Curtis. 
Wd. July 31. “FANNY” (Drama)—Technicolour. starring Horst Bucholtz, M. Chevalier. 
Wed. Aug. 14. “SINGER NOT THE SONG” (Drama). Starring John Mills. 
Wed. Aug. 28.. “IT STARTED IN NAPLES” (Comedy starring Sophia Loren. 
Wed. Sept. 11. “ROMANOFF AND JULIET” (Comedy) Technicolour. Starring, Sandra Dee. 
Wed. Sept. 25. “MAN WHO (KNEW TOO MUCH” (Drama/ Musical), starring James 
Stewart, Doris Day. 
Wed. Oct. 9. “BREATH OF SCANDAL” (Comedy) starring Sophia Loren. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 
ST. PAUL'S 8; ST. FRANCIS 
2nd JUNE: The Feast of Pentecost. H. Masses as on Sundays. 
Day of Baptism. 
Holy Mass every Sunday . 
At St. Francis; 7 a.m.(sermon in Bemba or Mambwe) 8 a.m. (sermon in English) 
At St. Paul’s; 7 a.m. (sermon in Bemba or Mambwe) 
At Catholic Welfare Hall (Abercorn Location) 9.30 a.m. (High mass with sermon in Bemba 
or Mambwe) 
 
Holy Mass daily 
At St. Francis; 6. 15. a.m. 
At St. Paul’s; 6. 30 a.m. 
Meetings and Classes at Catholic ‘Welfare. Hall ' 
Mondays at 5 p.m. St Vincent de Paul Conference 
Tuesdays at 4. 30 p.m. Instruction for catechumens  
Meetings of the Legion of Mary:- ’ 
Wednesdays at 4.30 p.m. Adults 
Thursdays at 4.30 p.m. Boys 
Fridays at 4.30 p.m. Girls 
 
Confessions: every Saturday at 3.00 pm. and everyday before Holy Mass. - 



 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Francis every Satur- day 6 p.m. 
 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, ABERCORN. 
Sunday: 12th. May. Miss B. Lea. 
Sunday: 19th. May. Mr. G. Coulter. 
Sunday: 26th. May. Rev. D. Woffenden. 
 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CENTRAL AFRICA 
Sunday School at 8.30 a.m. 
Service every Sunday at 9. 30 am. 
Meetings and Classes in the Church: 
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.—Instruction for catechumens. 
Wednesdays, 4 p.m.--prayer Meeting. 
Thursdays, 4 p.m.—Instruction for hearers. 
Fridays, 2 p.m.——K.B.B.K. 
 
One Hundred Tons of Fish 
 
The Greek fishing company now operating on Lake Tanganyika V recently hauled in their 
enormous ring-net completely filled with a solid mass mainly consisting of the fish known 
as “Lake Herring”. These very experienced fishermen estimated this single haul at 100 
tons and they had to release all but the ten tons or so which they could carry in their 
vessel. Even so, such a large quantity could. not be fully dealt with at the fisheries depot 
and a large proportion of it was given away. 
 
It has just been learned from Ndola that Mrs. Peter Kellet gave birth to a son there on May 
3. Both the mother and the baby, which weighed 5 lbs 12 ozs., are progressing excellently. 
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Soap-Box Derby - Amusing Morning’s Sport 
The Soap-Box Derby held on Sunday morning down part of the steep slope from the 
prison to the Lucheche bridge, was a distinctly successful first essay in what may become 
an amusing occasional sporting fixture. It provided a morning’s‘ open-air fun not only for 
quite a number of enterprising adults but also for many of the children now home from 
school, and for some of the younger ones as well. The course was changed at the last 
moment when it was found that the southern slope of Marshall Avenue was not steep 
enough to give a good run. 
 
Much depended on the design and construction of the vehicles. In this the “Putterill 
Special” - a daring five-wheeled innovation in which a child's tricycle front fork and wheel 
had been welded to the chassis of an old baby carriage - was an outstanding success. It 
was said to have three of its original four ball-bearings intact, thus being equivalent in 
road-worthiness to some of the ancient Landrovers one sees around. The McLoughlin 
“Done-it-Herself” model was a close second, mechanically speaking, and very smartly 
turned out, though it suffered somewhat from crashing into the banking a few times. . 
 
No feature of the meeting was more impressive than the tum-out of some of the lady 
drivers. Helen Putterill’s leopard-skin-trimmed wind-cheater was an eloquent expression of 
the auto-wildlife hobbies which that family so enthusiastically pursues; and Glenda Tobin 
would not have been out of place round the pits on the Isle of Man. Pix, of course, was 



equipped to average 80 m.p.h. from here to Kasama.  
 
The McLoughlin - Tobin challenge was won easily by the former, Glenda being somewhat 
handicapped by a slower, more hastily contrived vehicle and a certain lack of the all-
important specific gravity which, as we attempted tactfully to forecast in our last issue, was 
always likely to prove a crucial factor. 
 
Other results were: 
Men’s Race: 1. Clive Forrester; 2. P. Tobin; 3. Cliff Putterill, 
Ladies’ Race: 1. Pix McLoughlin; 2. Helen Putterill; 3. Glenda Tobin. 
Winners of Children’s races were: Miles Parton; Gail Watson; Kim Fraser; R. Howe; 
Bridget Parton; L. Sutton and Janet Watson. 
 
We hear that a further meeting is planned and at least one other “leading car 
manufacturer” is at work on a vehicle. Quite a few of the very young, one imagines, will 
have to be got on their feet as soon as possible so that daddy can have the pram wheels! 
A special children’s meeting has been arranged for Sunday, May 12. 
 
June Flower Show 
The annual general meeting of the Horticultural Society was held on Tuesday April 23. This 
date was two weeks after that originally advertised when there was not a quorum of 
members. A good attendance on this second occasion elected the new committee who 
now are Mr. Clarke (chairman), Mrs. Bowmaker (secretary), Mrs, Coulter (treasurer), Mrs. 
Richards, Mrs. Smit and Mrs, Putterill. The next show is to be held on Saturday June 16 
and Mrs. Bowmaker is already hard at work making preparations. It was also decided that 
for the time being miniature cups would not be presented to trophy winners. Mr. Clarke has 
very kindly agreed to present a trophy to be won by the competitor gaining most points on 
the show. It was pointed out that only members of the Society are eligible to compete for 
the Society’s trophies. The subscription for a full year is only 5/- and Mrs. Coulter is only 
too ready to give you a receipt for yours. 
 
A BLACKWATER CASE 
Mr. Peter Parton was taken seriously ill with blackwater fever during his latest trip round 
lakeshore villages in the m.v. Triton. Fortunately, he happened to encounter Mr. Norman 
Kerr who was able to provide him with tablets specifically designed to control this 
dangerous infection. The Triton’s African crew brought Mr. Parton safely to Mpulungu 
where he had to be lifted from the boat and, after medical attention at home, he was taken 
to Abercorn hospital. Mr. Parton has now recovered and is busy with his usual rigorous 
activities. 
 
ABERCORN INTELLIGENTZIA 
It is common in most communities to have a small group of intellectuals whose 
discussions, they believe, are essential for the welfare of Mankind. Abercorn, with its boast 
that it has everything any other town or city has got, does not disappoint us in his respect. 
 
Meetings of this group are held in a rather secluded office every Saturday morning; and 
impromptu gatherings are often arranged even during the week. Starting time varies 
considerably, and the members are so select that late arrivals very often have to push a 
chair from under the inside door handle before they can enter, even if the password (two 
knocks and a kick in the door) has already been given. Tea is of course provided, although 
the host is not all that one might expect him to be, as you usually have to pour your own. 
 



The subjects discussed by these Abercorn intellectuals do most certainly cover a wide field 
including bird-watching, sex, hunting and fishing, sick jokes, him of “the dark tower” and 
many others. No chairman presides over these meetings, as should be the case in 
discussions of this nature, and subject matter changes freely and easily. Each member is 
an authority in his own right, whether the subject be changing the trigger pressure on your 
rifle or the success of fly-fishing in Lake Chila. 
 
Indeed, such is the quality of verbal intercourse that I believe one person sat enthralled 
through a Saturday morning session without saying a word and at closing time (Bar 
opening time) went straight to the pub and got drunk. From this example, one can gauge 
the intelligence of people attending these meetings. 
 
Thank you, intellectuals, for your contribution to our society. I am relieved to hear that you 
will shortly be employing someone on a permanent basis to sweep out the residue (once it 
has dried out) left in the office after meetings. 
BYSTANDER 
 
Note: Our contributor’s precise and slightly archaic use of "z” is, of course, a mark of the 
highest possible cultural level. Editor. 
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FLYING CLUB PLAN FOR ABERCORN  
 
“ENTERPRISING EVE” A PIONEER OF PRIVATE FLYING 
There is in the township at present a warm feeling of admiration for Mrs. Eve Landry who 
arrived home on Saturday, April 27, flying a 1961 Cessna Skylark belonging to African Air 
Charters, on her first long cross-country flight from Ndola with her two young daughters, 
Joan and Margaret, as passengers and under the supervision of Mr. Maurice Pike, the 
flying instructor. Her time for the trip was 3 hrs. 20mins., and Mrs. Landry was carrying out 
both the piloting and the navigation. 
 
Mrs. Landry, who is still under instruction and making very good progress, expects to be 
flying her own machine as soon as she has passed the necessary tests and acquired her 
licence. She is, very pluckily, “standing-in” for her husband in this considerable enterprise 
owing to his inability to fulfill the eyesight requirements of the licence. 
 
Old hands will recall that Mrs. Landry was formerly a nursing sister in Kenya and first came 
here as sister to the hospital serving the 600 Polish refugees, mostly women, who were 
housed in a camp here at the end of war. Mr. Landry was also on the staff of the camp and 
when it closed down the couple married and set up in business, later acquiring from 
Camco the trading business which that firm had taken over from the African Lakes 
Corporation. Mr. Olivier, of Chila Motors, has also been taking lessons during the visit of 
the Cessna. 
 
PLAN FOR AIR RALLY 
The suggestion has been made that private pilots and instructors throughout the 
Federation should be invited to Abercorn for an Air Rally to include flying competitions, 
displays, pleasure trips for the public and an air race. In order to organise this rally, it is 
proposed to form a committee to be the nucleus of a small local flying club which, while 
catering for the interests of any local flying people, would, in particular, put Abercorn “on 
the map” for visiting private pilots from all over the Continent. 



 
The idea is that residents would all co-operate in providing hospitality and entertainment 
for the rally visitors in return for whatever aviation opportunities may prove feasible such 
as some flying instruction for club members. 
 
At a meeting held on May 1 a committee was formed consisting of Mr. A.L. Landry, 
chairman; Mr. John Macrae, Secretary; Miss J.M. Carlin, Treasurer and Mr. T. Martin which 
is charged with considering the question of forming a club, examining details of the 
required constitution and the feasibility of holding an air rally here in “the not too distant 
future.” ‘After all, in 1955 Abercorn entertained 45 archaeologists quite successfully 
(although several of our officials, apparent1y terrified, vanished "‘on tour” into the bush) 
and a similar number of young aviators is a more attractive and less formidable proposition 
than that! 
 
SEASONS RAINFALL 
 
   April   Season 
Post Office   1.94   44.71 
Airport    2.53   48.33 
Isanya   1.96   47.04 
I.R.L.C.S.   2.37    48.48 
 
Although the I.R.L.C.S. figure for April is 2 inches below the 57 years’ average for that 
month, the total they record for the season is 2 inches above the long-term seasonal 
average. 
 
CHILA CHAT 
So it’s a tie—up order again! One cannot help wondering whether all town dogs have been 
duly licensed and if not what measures have been taken. This latest scare might perhaps 
have been avoided if the control of dogs had been more stringent. My sympathies go to 
the small ones who have now to go through those fourteen painful injections. 
 
The reeds continue to encroach on Lake Chila and it is now estimated that in the next 
three years there may be no more than one acre of clear water left. However I can tell you 
that the Management Board are on the point of fighting the menace. A raft is being built 
and the boomrake will soon be working. But please, T.M.B. don't leave it too long - I should 
imagine that most residents would be quite happy to give up one of their weekly refuse 
collections to allow the tractor two extra days to work with the boom rake. 
 
There was some disagreement at the Club A.G.M. over the meaning of the indefinite 
article in the English language. Our publisher has lately been airing his ‘expert’ and erudite 
knowledge in the Northern News and joining battle with-all those who wish to bastardise 
the Language, to some good effect. Perhaps he may like to arbitrate on this difficult 
problem so that Vesey’s interpretation of “a” is not repudiated at any subsequent general 
meeting. 
 
No one seems to have established for certain who ‘Lumpers’ is. I sympathise with the 
sentiments he expressed recently in the Northern News, but in all fairness feel that it 
should be made clear that his comments should have been directed at the local Board and 
not at the P.A. There is the point, of course, that the Board is a nominated one and the 
members are appointed by the Provincial Commissioner ‘in the best interests of the 
inhabitants of Abercorn’ but still, any responsibilities the P.A. may have in township matters 



is delegated to them. 
 
Our local Fisheries are working in their spare time on a plan to stock Lake Chila with trout. 
Several local fishermen have already come forward with the offer of financial contributions 
and I am sure that Alan Bowmaker will be grateful for more. This is strictly for the fly 
fishermen; those hook-and-worm men are not being considered! Earlier opinion held that 
the water was too warm for trout to breed in it - but there were not so many experts around 
in those days. 
IMPULUMUSHI 
 
T.V.M.I. MEETING 
The main subject of discussion at the annual general meeting of the Tanganyika Victoria 
Memorial Institute, held on May 1, was the question of the value of the Institute's Large 
stock of library and reference books. These have been depreciated regularly and it is now 
felt that the sum representing their value in the balance sheet is too low to account even 
for the 1,300 and more non-fiction volumes - some of them Africana of considerable value. 
 
It had been agreed previously that enquiries should be made from other libraries as to the 
accepted procedure in valuing library stocks, and Miss A.H. Gamwell reported the advice 
received from two libraries, each of which said-that books should be valued according to 
their content and not depreciated. Fiction, they said, should be placed at a low value, and 
non-fiction should be put at its market value in accordance with trade lists. 
 
After considerable discussion, in which Mr. Kuhne pressed for fiction to be written off, a 
proposal entailing the valuation of the non-fiction was carried. Votes of thanks were 
passed to Mr. McLough1in for auditing the accounts; to Mrs. Anderson for checking the 
whole library (when it was discovered that 147 books were missing since the last count); to 
Mrs. McNish, the retiring treasurer; and to Mrs. Dean, the retiring secretary. 
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MINUTES AND MEMORANDA by CONCH 
 
TENNIS 
Tournaments have been the rage this month - the ‘old timers’ just managed to defeat the 
‘new comers’ altho’ some of their tenderer muscles are still being nursed. Pix McLoughlin 
won the American tournament on Easter Monday. This was such a success that it will in 
future be staged monthly. Town challenged Locust on Sunday, April 21, and just managed 
to win by the odd match. Mr. Westwood accepted the cup for his team. Social tennis is as 
popular as ever; and the dance and Cabaret was a great success--many will long 
remember the three Arabian houris and ‘I want to be evil’. The bottle of whisky. kindly 
donated by Booth (North) had a varied fortune, and apart from proving a very useful 
money raiser, was eventually possessed by a person or persons unknown but no doubt, at 
least as far as this column is concerned, undeserving! 
 
The entry list for the Club Championships closed on May 1, and anyone wanting to enter 
now must contact Joan Missen as soon as possible. The team to play Kasama will be 
chosen after the Championships, which are scheduled to be finished by July 1st. 
 
The resurfacing of the courts is causing some considerable concern. Apparently this is 
going to be very expensive and if concrete is used again there is no guarantee that the 
Club will not be faced with the same trouble in two or three years’ time. Joan Missen is 



busy considering alternatives - bitumen for one - so will all players make certain that they 
have a suitable suit of overalls when called upon to assist with laying down the new 
surface? Joan wants, if possible, to have the courts in top condition before the Kasama 
visit over August Bank Holiday. 
 
YACHTING 
The dry weather winds have brought this section back into its own again. The annual 
Regatta is to be held over the Whitsun week-end and all members wishing to compete are 
asked to put their names down on the list at the boat house so that arrangements can be 
made to fit in the races in the available time. For this Regatta helmsmen choose their own 
crews. Peter Kellett is well ahead in the cumulative monthly regatta with a two minute 
handicap - his nearest challenger is on only one minute. 
 
All this news of racing - yet the committee has decided that perhaps too much importance 
is being placed on competitions and that in future at least one weekend a month will be 
devoted to ‘sailing for fun’. (For once this column finds itself in complete agreement with a 
committee). 
 
These school holidays a special attempt is being made to interest the younger ones in 
sailing and Peter Kellett is busy working out instruction sessions. The Sunday lunches 
continue to attract wide support, and the varied fare served every week is well worth 
sampling by anyone who has not already done so. At some stage or another Claus 
Stortenbeker who is leaving Abercorn resigned as Commodore and Paul Scotcher was 
appointed for the time being. 
 
The braaivleis on Easter Saturday proved very popular and was a fitting end to the day’s 
relay and other novelty sailing. Mr. Clarke’s lighting effects were of the highest order and 
it’s felt that he has now earned himself a permanent position as vice-Commodore 
(electrical). The few stalwarts who braved the darkness in the graduates are unanimously 
agreed that a moonlight regatta must be held as soon as possible. The only stipulation that 
Audrey Scotcher has made on this one is that she shall have a little more notice that 
yachtsmen want feeding - never mind Audrey you did a grand job of the catering over the 
weekend. 
 
There is no news this month of Abercorn footballers. There was some talk earlier of 
arranging a trip to Kasama but nothing has come of it. There is an Abercorn Football cup 
sitting in the office of the local CARS manager. What is this for and when was it last played 
for? We would like some news of football activities and we are only too happy to print what 
is sent T0 US. 
 
Cliff Putterill has been working hard at his Physical Training sessions and these are 
drawing increasing support - an excellent addition has been a special class for children 
and one or two of the more advanced youngsters have been trying out their lessons on 
unsuspecting fathers. 
 
The Rifle club is still shooting at anything that moves but their ‘Capitau’ has for an 
unwelcome change been backward in coming forward with news of their activities during 
the last month. We did hear that Nobby had the lowest score yet recorded on the range 
but may be that was due to strain from his earlier strenuous work on the tennis court. 
 
The badminton court at the Club is now ready for play and should give Larger infants 
something to amuse themselves with while their guardians are otherwise engaged! 



 
The squash court and the billiard table are much in demand but it seems that some of the 
players are a trifle reluctant to leave their playing fees behind. There is a book kept at the 
Club and members should enter their names with the appropriate sum paid in the space 
provided .... ..please. 
 
At the Easter Sunday service at All Saints’ Church, conducted by the Rev. D. Woffenden, 
Mrs. Holyday unveiled a tablet in memory of the late Mrs. Hilda Morton who gave’ much 
help to the Church in its early years and was for a long time one of the most active 
members of its congregation. It is hoped shortly to install a tablet in memory of the late Mr. 
Humphrey Nash. The most striking item of the many personal contributions Mr. Nash 
made to the furnishings of the church is the copper monogram on the altar front which he 
made with his own hands. 
 
This column regrets its absence last month . The publisher says it was my fault; but there 
is another side to the story .... ..! 
 
FOR SALE 
Royal Doulton “Spindrift” pattern Dinner and Tea Services for 8; complete and in excellent 
condition - £20 the lot. Lakeview Hotel, Abercorn, 
 
SAD CONGO “FREEDOM” 
Major Richard Lawson, the British officer who was awarded the D.S.O. for his work in the 
Congo with the Third Nigerian Brigade, is the man who flew many times unarmed to bush 
airstrips to settle local disturbances, and achieved, almost single-handed, the rescue of the 
Kongola missionaries whom the United Nations were otherwise powerless to help. He has 
now published a book “Strange Soldiering” (Hodder & Stoughton l6s.) which is a purely 
factual account of the work he did. 
 
In it he writes: “Independence may be a joy to the overfed politician in the capital but to the 
man in the bush it means murder, pillage and rape. If he is lucky it signifies none of these 
things but merely poverty and loneliness. Many United Nations teams visiting bush villages 
have been asked the pathetic question, ‘When will this independence end? When will we 
see the good life again?” 
 


