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It wae et the sufigestion of Dr. Barbour, after s trip with him to Kalambo,
that we Legen searching round the shore of Lake Cila, within the Abercorn Township,
for traces of shone sge oocucation,

The first artefret thug found wes o flake, later identified by Dr. Desmond
Clark ‘a; 3555 ;g, },{nék&ﬁup with a few ather fragmerts sent him) on the surface
of the Camping Site slope from Chila shore to the hill on the westerly side, some
150 yards from the shore line. As it appeared that this flake might have been
Wa&h&é down from the steep boulder-strewn zlopes D ove, a search was made but
revealed no likely source nor any other specimens. Tt may, therefore, have come
from a level corresponding to the former much higher lake level bubt not evident
to the layman from the present contour.

The old lake bed, vwhich has been exposed in a culvert %o a point on the

upper side of the Tanganyika road, reaches a mich higher pofint than even the

‘ present high water level, indicabing ammuch greater de.th and extent of the lake

before the prograssive reduction of the present natural barvier — as is, of courss,

appareﬁﬁ from the very Izgrxeluwmd large floed plain at its head,

Later, with the lake at the very low levels of two or three yeare ago, the
sandy beaches weve searched and yielded some mndreds of apparent artefacts,
mainly debris, but considered by Dr. Clark %o be of Megosien type. These fragments
were found to veour almost eVery vwhere on the north-western and northern shores
where the sand is exposed,

The shallow yellow sand layer from which they sppear to comef (doubtless

washed from some other original site not yet located) lies under a topsoil of

sandy loan passing to hléfg; peat, and sbove the sendy clay of the old lake bed.
This white sandy clay is fraversed by thin vertical channels filled with a trace
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of yellow sand and vegetable debris which was identified for me by Dr, Qak}.ey /as
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roots of waterplanst. The surface is 2 sandy =oil passing to black péat wh:mhr
overlies the thin vellow and thick white sand beds. On the wouth-easterly
gide of the lake, immedistely upwstream of the diving jetty where there is a
small ares of sandy beach, some much betier specemens have been found including
a fine chalcedony flaké implement with wepy well marked platform.  These
appear algo to come from a2 zand layer st snd just below the beach surface but
their primary source has not been found,

%E%ﬁ@la‘iﬁd sparse fragments of debris and smell flakes have been collected
f‘r‘m‘;z the sérfaee all along this margin of the lake at points where the sand is
exposed ofben in patches base of vegetation which have very mch the sppearance
of 0ld campsites.

Tn ‘7" when lake Chila reached its lowest level within local
Buropean memory, probsbly its lowest level for 4O years,there were fears for
the fﬁwnship water supply (then pumped from a surface intske near the head of
the lake) and an sttempt was made by the P.W.D. to sink a well in the sand of
the exposed lake bed below the built-out cawsdway to the water~hole tee of the
golf couge. Although a brick lining was sttempted, thisz well failed owing
to cellapse 2t the botiom and influx of water creamy with fine olay.

The spoil from this well set almost like cement on sccount of its elay
content and nothing was seen in it until the slowly rising lske waters washed
its bese. With the resulbing softeming and washing away of the clay some very
fine mint condition Acheulisn head exes were found, identified by Dr. Clark as
iﬁenﬁie&l‘wiﬁh those exposed in the lower floors at Kalambo.

11 the sbove sources of specimens are now well under water with the
loke at s maximum level and the hand exe floor in particular is probably 20
to 30 feet below the lake surface. |

Umingi Bock Shelters.

Some exploration of the Umingi Pans was made at the suggestion of Dr.




Clark and 2 #ertical scarp was found at the eastern margin of the westerly pan(E?
near its southern end.

The 0ld Raszama road surn south werd between the two pans along s
spine of ferricrete, the pans lying exactly like two kidneys on each side
of it. Thus s short walk brings one to the edge of either pan wery conveniently.

At this high#et point in the spine, the pan margin consists of a
vertiesl scarp of fervicretes which is some 20 feet high (where no collapse has
ccourred) and is underout into a rock shelter where there is a floor of cave
| earth about 30ft by 8f% which has been prospected 2t one spot to a depth of
about 3feet and yields small flakes, implements and Jebris throughout. At
2 feet the rock floor was not reached.

A strip 2 feet wide by 6 inches deep across the 8ft width has been
excavated and sieved ot a2 point where a hearth was suspected and a large mumber
of chips, flakes etc have been recovered.  Among them are a few anclent iron
fragmenis, one or two glass Deads {near surface) mich fragmented corked bone,
and charcoal. There was no evidence of Bantu occupation except occasional
use by lunters. One zpear hezd of modern type was found. T

Traces of an iron gmelting industry are abundant nearby on the ferricrete

The ferricrete at this point does not appear to contain any artefascts.

Except for a small sample collection from the prospect hole (seen by
¥r. Inskeep) this materisl has not been examined,

It is hoped to go further with this strip but opportunites have been
rere under present conditions. One handicap is that thisshelter has been
reported of lions since work there hes cleared the formerly dense vegetation.

In this very slight excavation the only traces of stratifeation are

layers of e=d =znd grey hearth sash. Sieving is complicated by numerous heat

gpalls from hesrth stones and pebbles from the ferricrete roof.

The talus is difficult to excavate with sview to exposing stratification




becsuse of the ferricrete boulders from roof collapses. (é;)
An indicetion that there has hot bden recent (Bantu) cecupation sufficient
to have left any significant deposit im afforded by the fact that a number of
undoubted artefacts were recovered at surface on the drip liﬂe: Kear to
this shélﬁef is a small cave oprening with a marked tabis which it is also heped
to explore.
The rest of this ecrap some 300 yards or more is borken up in such
a éa&ner thet it looks as if there was much undercutting throughout its length
the roof of vhich hes collapsed. Thus there may have been a substantial
colony here in {géssiblyj Nerlikthic times or earlier especizlly as the remsining
shelter, lying some LO/50 fest above the pan floor, commands a magnifieeat¢wgsterly
outlook over an area which even todey iz a favourite haunt of small game, pig
znd waterfowl.
The trzces of iron workings include one large and apparently fairly
old (pre-~Furopesn) pit in the laterite near the shelter; shallower ferricrete
quarries near the present oattle gquarantine station, and sgrface finds of iron
and slag. N

SPRING LINE INDICATIONS.

o

4t thés quarantine station there is a markedspring-line on vhich shallow
piﬁé have been dug down to the old lake bed (White sandy clay) to water cattle
in the dry season., This site is well above the pan surface and indicates the
mich grester ext ent of this old lake alse.

In the spoil from these its a few good artefacts have been found gll
heavily covered with a dense white patina. The basic material appears to
have been a fine sandstone now ferruginised and perhaps altered by long immersion.
These are embedded in the white dlgpdy sand and it is thought that excamation
may expose 2 fpuitful strobum or fioor at a depth of L or 5 feet;, the only
difficulty being the water from the pring line which, however, could be drained

off towards the pan lewel.




There sre certainly other similarlgi promising situstions at the margins of
the two pans over a tobtael distance of perhaps several &ilesQ Among them is
a Perricrete outeorop containing stones but no artefacts heve yet been recognised
in 1it,

ITIMBWE GORGE SHELIERS.

This is = narrow govge, with vertieal sides,sprigiing from steep rubble
slopes cut down from the plseteau towavrds the level of the Salsi valley and
opening about 17 miles out on =2 good road wouth fren Abercerag The gorge is
cut through martzite stratavwith horizontsl filssuring, forming rock terraces
and in the Tace of one of the lower terraces there are several caves, These
are all apparently formed by slow weathering of a vertical fissure, the formation
of the cavities being contributed to by slow sclution of silics in moisﬁaée _
exdations which is seen by incruststion of a thin stalsctitie deposit bearing
small knob like formations of a very ha#d silicecus, rather than calcarocus,
gubstence., The incrustation locks like a coral growth, the little match-head

" xnobs being on stalks about 1/¥% inch long. .

M. Barry Pepe, a feseafch geologist recently working the avea, informs
me thet this gradusl solution of silica foom the quartzite must have been active
at a time of substentielly warmer climate az it is only at a high climastie
temperature that this occurs, in contrast with the more usual lime stone process.

At every cave the cavity deepens to a narrow pointed apex, apparently
the’sourae of the water which has helped in its excavation; but none now shows
any sign of 2 present or recent {low. Crevices, for example, are filled with
long dndistrubed cave sarih.

In one very narrow cavily lburied pots were found but with nothing
gignificant accompanying them,

In another rather spectacular cavily in which the gtrats has wéathereﬁ
away horizontally leaving 2 long, deep cave in the ciﬁffﬁfaée {1ts floor some

ten feet sbove ground level) quartz chips are present in the earth filled crevices
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of the floor but the floor is broken and slpping and thus not very sultable for
any but occasional ocoupation. All debris may be in ghalus at the foot of
thevle foot terrace wall.  Another similar cave has been filied by the aallapes\
of its roof behind the opening arch way.

However, there ave abundant signs of a permanently occupled zock
shelter at the foobt of a2 high vertical face neariy. A large muber of chips
and fragmgnﬁs with sonme apperently microlithic crescents, awls and scrapers
have been found in guite a cursory explorabtion of a few inches of the floor
in the neighbourhood of o large, completely buried stone which may %@ an amyil
stone and has been left in sibu,

The veritical face slops outward from the earth floor, tlms giving
good protection, and the ususl small pointed apex to a cave is slmost buried

by the cave iz

earth deposit which is an indication

that the cavity is substantislly wider at depth and that the deposit mey be
guite a deep one. The fall of the slopes under these faces are, of course, .
typieally of talus formation throughout so that &% is na#haasy to ssy that a
marked cave talus @Xiﬁﬁ%ﬁg et a particuiar spot.

The stresm formerly running down this gorge now runs underground,
surfacing at 2 small pool near Itimbwe farm house, tut water was formerly
easily svailable here snd in living Buropen memory the gorge was a fawvourite
haunt of klipspringer and gimilar smaell game.

Thisz site is some 30 feet wide and its level surface from 6 to 8
feet wide. QOwing to the gradeal cutward slope of the back wall there does
not appear o be a marked drip-line.

It is easily sccessibly by = few score yards wolk from a reasonsble
{Landrover) track or within one mile of tho end of the good csr rToad where
it enters the gorge.

TOr SITE.

The sherply rising range of vocky hills Just beyond znd to the south of Kswimbe




mission statia‘a hss a marked summit upon which stands tﬁe beacon mrking the @
wouth~eastern corner (I think) of the L.M.S.land.

Near thisz beacon there is an oval shaped roughly cleared area enclosed
by a line of boulders (almost loose-stome walling) less than two feet high and
containing a circular earth floor apparently the reﬁains of a some kind of
dwelling or shelier .  The place has obviously besn visited by serveyors and
may have been some form of look-out station in the 1914~18 waxr., A few pleces
of broken window glass were found.

However, apewt from any such recent uses the surface was found to yield
quite 2 number of obvious fraguents of stone = age workshop debris snd may have
been a combined hunter's look-out and workshop site in late stone-age times.

This was n surp¥ise encounter during an afbernoon’s walk and the site

was not throughly explored, bul mey repay examination,




SOME GEOLOGICAL INDICATIONS (/Ei

%e have been in touch withlr. Barry Pace, a young research geclogist from
Leeds University who spent the dry season of 1957 in the Abercorn area studying
fundsmaneal geclogy in the field, He was not interested in minerals or occurrences
of economic value, but in indications supporting general principles, such as
composition of rocks, ripple marks indicating currents and so forth.
#  Occurrences he has encountered which may be of archeologicel interest include:
1. 4 massive cuterop of Chalcedony behind the Indian store at Chipande
farm;
2. The capping of Liambe Hill (beyond Kawimbe) which o nsists of the
fine grained green stone (I forget the technical name, btut like an
indurated shale) which is a common material in the upper floors at
¥alombo., Tt was from a Kalambo implement that he identified it.
It is possible that quarry or workshoo sites may e found in these two
neighbourhoods, but an opportubity to sesrch has not yeot ocourred,

Two other young geological workers. who are investigsting gravels, stream beds
ete. for one of the wmining groups, tell me that they found a good rock shelter
on the slopes of Sunz mountain, and that rocks at its entrance bear markings.
They say tirat they found some Lmplements in the cave earth there but I have not
vet seen them.

¥r. Bra McDonnell {whoas a child was brought up on Itimbwe farm) tells me that
round the corner of the face of Itimbwe gorge Jjust beyond the rock shelter
described esriier in this report, there is an ocourrence of miesn schist which
his father used t¢ cquarry for genersl building use on the farm.
The interest ¥x of this is that a bored stone made of this for similar material)
has been found at the Chulungoma sandpits.





