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TIVEY CLEAR
2.0, Burtt, of the Tsetse Fly Research | aﬁfz.ﬂwg 2 been
making invegtigations on the encroachment of fly - dia brlcé f:)r -i;he past
two months, left by lorry on June 22 for Demers s For ’;
BHill, ¥r Burtt vigited every part of the district, spending a goo@; dea

on Ulendo; he also visited numerous farms, leaving natives to cerzuizme work
while he was out on tour.

Before he left he gave a most interesiing

Abercorn Arms Hotel, in which he put before the reside: he entirs situstion
regarding ®ly advences in the district, and discussed with them all possible methods

of ersdicating this menace.
Species il’* -Abercorm. ,

Altogether, he said, some 22 speciesg of tsetse f;.y were kKnowi , of which eight
were bto be found in Tenganyika, 'thoug;n only three were prevalent in the Abercem
district - Glossine Palpalis, which live and breed on the lake shores and some way up
rivers: Glossina Morsltens; a wide-spread variety which live in the Brachystegia and
Mwanbo Forest country; and Glossina Brevipalpis, which is only to be found in the
shade of dense forests and thick s etus.

The 1ife of the tseltse fly was sbout six months, depending on atmospheric and
phyeical conditions. As 1ts o*\l&f food was blood it was a hunter and therefore
intelligent and with keen sens The female was viviparous snd did not lay eggs
like the ordinaxry £ly. 31“%3}? she had gc:med herself with blood the egg
ingide her, and fed on this blood until, &t the end of ten days the grub was born.
The grub buried itself an inch under the sand, while the pupa Pormed. cmr"tng: 2 period
of two or three weeks in the dry season snd longer in the wet. : B

Tsetzse £ly, continued ¥Mr Burtt, were gregarious; they had socisl instincts and
could not live alone.

A Hffietlt Problem
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¥ Burtt informed hils audlence that, after a é westigation of the
Abercorn district, he had found the situation mors gatisfactory thaen he had

anticipated. He enphasised, however, that an of ey ¥ reguired o
further regesrch, to keep a watchful eye on £y in cress, and
to oversee the maintenasnce of fire guards, fly Otl’r’flui‘_;, etc. d fly, which had

been caught in Abercorn, he sald, should not cause slarm,

ag they h’(’i cbhviously all
a f‘r@ -a distance. Tesetse fly, especially males,

been carrie were faoscinated by
mcv:mg obje ’J’nen fed, attached themselves to these objects, hoping to find
females ago tsetse £ly were preva Wen‘" throughout the v 1016 country,
but mome unknown calaml*‘*r migt have occurred end divided them into 1’5:3 and ceused
61&00{1’51}211005 digtribution. Advances, Thus, were an effort to ra,;r in into one body.

"Discriminative Clearing®.

(ne method of dealing with this ;oroblen Wes to.meke clearin g;s ,» but this was
hardly practiceble beceuse of the vast expense, and clearings, unless populated, soon
reverted into bush. A better method he considered was "discriminative clearing",
which mesnt the cutiing out of all bush and veg getation, which might act as a b"'eu?_:wgd
ground for £ly. his method had, in parts, had remarkable re :vz_u.‘cr;.

No really effective method had yel been evolved in ceaquv with the Morsitans
variely, and years of experiment would be necegsary, but if fires were avoided the
thick bush that regulted would prove a definite barrier. lir Burtt considered that,
if paths were watched, this method would be most satisfactory in the Ipulungu area
of the Abercorn district.

Turing his viglt in Abercorn, Mr Burtt sald, good natives hed, with ir
Glennie's help, been stationed at the berriers, which he himself had advocsted, and
a large mumber of fly had been caught - 500 in five weeks, only eleven of which had
been found on the actusl farmsg, and zeven of these on farm roads.

Since the erection of the barriers, the decressing mumber of fly caught on the
- faxms pointed to the fact that they were being carried from a distance, and were not
breeding there. 04d fly.carried on to the farms in this way probably lived on
longer then a pericd of two weeks, and breeding under these conditions was lmpossible,




Flres Must be ivoided.

M Burtt considered that conditions in the Abercorn district were very
favourable, and if fires were avoided and pickets maintained with caveful supervision,
in a few years the district between the Inanzua and 4bercorn should be frese of fly.

To clear the fly-infested area between the Isoko ¥alley and the lake, he advocated
the organised settlement of natives, so camsing chenge of vegetabtion snd thickening
of bush, provided veld i‘:.res were. LV cidsd.

Very careful wat a kept, from year to yeor, at the fh::;:'f' wabters of the
Infubu river, from v tco the the
Charmbeszl river system;
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for years. Peve wain ¥ Burtt advocatb overse
the polic1nd of these fires and to taks the delay.

He added that no 2laym should be cens sicimess
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